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HE offering friendly Advice: and Countel, 
eſpecially in great and important Caſes, is, 

| tho often, a Thankleſs, yet.a very Charita-- 

ble Office -. a thing agreeable to the beſt: 
Inclinations of. Humane Nature, and bighly. condu- 
cive to- the Neceflities of Men, and- conſequently 
.needs no Apology to introduce it. We live, 'tis true,.. 
in an 4ll-Natured and Cenſorieus Age, wherein 'tis 
rare to find any one, who will not take with the - 
-Keft-hand, what's offered to. them with the Right. 
But I am not diſcouraged from this Attempt, by the 
Peeviſhneſs and Frowardneſs of many that differ from - 
- us, Remembring that all Honeft Undertakings (and 
ſuch Fam fare this is) are under the more pecular- 
. Condn& and m—_ of. the Divine Providenge, 
which can and will {ueceed and proſper them to an- 
-. tappy Ifthue, if Mens 'own Obftinacy and Perverſe- 
_ neſs do not put a Bar in the way to hinder .it. I-do- 
MONET | therefore. 
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therefore beſtech our Diſſenting- Brethren, with all the 
earncſtneſs that becomes a -matter «©-t {ſo much Im- 
portance, and with all the Kindnels and I'cnderneſs 
that becomes a Chriſtian, that tiiey woald © ſuffer the 
VVord-of Exhortation,. and duely weigh and conſider 
' the Requeſts and Advices that are here Flaiuly laid 
before them, which-I hope: will 'be found ſuch, as 
carry their own Light and Evidence along with 
them. TS oS 
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And Firſt, We beg of theme to believe, That they may 
tbe miſtaken about thoſe' matters, which are alledged us 
the Cauſes of their Separation. This, one would think, 
were as needleſs, as 'tis a modeſt and reaſonable Re- 
queſt. For did eyer any Man (the Biſhop of Roxze 
-excepted ) lay claim to 1ntallibility 2: Do not "the 
. woeful Infirmities of Humane Nature, the Weakneſs 
-and Short-ſightedneſs of our Underſtandings,” the 
-daily -Experience of our ſelves, -and the lamentable 
'Failures:we obſerve in others, ſufficiently convince us, 
'how prone we are to Error and Miſtake ? But tho 
-this be granted and owned on all hands, yet in Pra- 
-Qice, we frequently find Men ating by other Mea- 
ſures. 'For, how many are- there, that in the moſt 
. Controverted Caſes bear up themſelves with as much 
Confidence and Affurance , -cenſtire- others with as 
Magiſterial a Boldneſs, condemn the things enjoyned 
| by our Church, with as poſitive and peremptory a 
Determination, as if they were infallibly 'fure, that 
they are im the Right, and all others in the Wrong 
that differ from them. The early Prepoſſeſſion of a 
contrary Opinion, the powerful Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, an implicite and unexamined Belief of what 
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their Guides and Headers teach them, [have a ſtrange 
force upon.the Minds of Men, ſo-that in effe&,. they 
' no .more . doubt of: the Truth and Goodneſs of the 
Cauſe they are engaged in, than they queſtion the 
Articles of their Creed. Wherefore, I do once and 
again intreat them, that: laying aſide all Pride, Par- 
tiality,. and Self-conceit, they would-not think, more 
highly of themſelves, and of their own way, than they 
ongbt- to think ; eſpecially remembering, that the 
Matters: contended about: are confeſledly. Diſputable, 
and that they. cannot be ignorant; that the Caſe ſeems 
otherwiſe to-others,, who may at- leaſt be allowed to 
be as. wiſe Men, and. as competent Jadges as them-- 
ſelves. Truth makes the eafteſt.Entrance into modeſt 
and humble Minds; The Meek will he guide in Judeg- 
ment, the Meek will he teach his way ; The Spirit .of 
God never reſts upon a Proud Man... 
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Secondly, VVe*beg of them, that they would ſeriouſly 
and . impartially weigh and- conſider, .as well what 7s 
ſaid on the.one ſide, as on the other. 'This- 1s a piece 
of Juſtice.that every one owes. to Truth, and which 
indeed 'every Man owes to himſelf, that is-not wil- 
Jing to be.deceived. To take up withPrejudices, which 
Education: or long Cuſtom have inſtilled into him; or 
wherein. any. other Arts or; Methods: have engaged 
him; without ſtriftly enquiring-whether thoſe'Preju- 
dices, ſtand ypon' a. firm-Foundation, is to ſee only. 
on one ſtde.:: to bind up ones ſelf-in the Judgment 'or 
Opinion of any Man, that- 18';not Divinely-infpi-- 
red and Infallible, or: pertinaciouſly to: adhere.to any 
Party of Men; how plauſible, and ſpecious . ſoever 
their Pretences. may be; without examining. their 

Ry, | 7; on, 


Miner, 23 an gale Lf 6 Sided IS go ie na ids on fk do oe. Hee "I Ae. we 3 
; a ; 
we + . 
-* 
'F-. a : Fl 
y : 
; a 'S3 
R : « 


- 4 OP " 4 4*4u/ | 
fy 2 4 is Lg erode, 4 Wo bs Os 1 - " oh - of Ly TYI-". 5 6; 0 
TRY FOR We x 42 PP l : £ 7 | A : 0s 48 

” A ” £* - Xi ans g 

© C 12 "HY 

> of - a 

- ” d 
FP \ - 
\ & 

( 4 _ 


(Grounds, and endeavouring to know what is ſaid 
againſt them, is to chooſe a Perſuaſion at a perad- 
venture; and-tis great odds whethet ſuch a one be 
1n the right. In all Enquiries after Truth, we ought 
to keep an Ear open for one fide of the Controver- 
fe, - as well as the other, and not to think we have 
done enough, till without, Favour or Prejudice, and 
to the beſt of our Underſtandings, we have heard, 
tryed, and judged, the Reafons brought, as well for, 
as againſt it, And till this be done, I fee not with 
what pretence of Reaſon, Men can talk fo much of 
their Scraples, -or plead for Favour on the account of 
their Diflatisfactions. Conſciences truly tender, are 
willing and defirous toembrace all opportunities of Re- 
ſolution, 8 are ready to kifsthe Hand that would bring 
them better information, and are not wont tonegled, 
much leſs thruſt from:tthem the means that might eaſe 
them of their Doubts and Scruples. We juſtly blame 
1t in them of the Church of Rowe, that in a manner 
they reſignup their Underſtandings to their Guides and 
Confeflors, and are not ſuffered tobe truly acquain- - 
cd with the Proteſtaxt Principles, and the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the Reformation 3 nor to Read any 
of the Books, that are written for their Conviction, 
without a ſpecial and peculiar Licence. Whether our 
Brethren of the Separation be under any ſuch Spiri- 
tual Diſcipline, I know not 3 ſure I am it looks very 
odly, that fo many of them are no more concerned. 
to underſtand the true State of the Church of Ezg- 

_ land, andthe Nature and Reaſons of her Conftitutions, 
that ſo few of them care to Confer with thoſe that 
are able to Inſtru& them, but. Cry out, They are ſa- 
tis fied already 3 nay, ſome of them, to my know- 
ledge, when deſired to propoſe their Scruples, in order 
to the giving them ſatisfaftion, have plainly and ab- 

| | ſolutely 
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ſolutely refuſed to doit. Little reaſon there 51s to 
believe, that ſuch Perſons-have ever: Read and Exa- 
mined what -the :Church of Ezgland has to lay for 
her felf. ' Are there not many, that. not -only 'Scru- 
ple, but Rail at the Book of - + rote wen that yet 
never heard it, nor perhaps, -ever read 4t, 1n all ther 
Lives? And if this be not to fpeak Evil of what 
they. know not; I cannot tell what is. How many 
incomparable Books have been heretofore written in 
defence of our Church, her Rites and Uſages, that 
yet generally lie by the Walls, little known, and leſs 
read, by thoſe that fo much Cry out againſt her. 
And at this time how many excellent Diſcourſes have 
been Publiſhed, for the farisfaction of Diſſenters, writ- 
ten with the greateſt Temper and Moderation 3 with 
the utmoſt plaimneſs and perſpicuity, with all 1magt- 
nable evidence and ſtrength of Reaſoning 3 ſo ſhort, 
as not to require any conſiderable portion, either of 
Tire or' Coſt, ſo ſuited to preſent Circumſtances, as 
to obviate every material Objection, that 1s made 
againſt Communion with us; and yet there 1s juſt 
cauſe to fear, that the far greateſt part of our Di/- 
fenters are meer ſtrangers to them , | and are not ſo 
juſt to themſelves, or. us, as to give them the read- 
ing : And that thoſe few that do look into them, do 
It rather out "of a deſign to pick quarrels againſt 
them, and to expoſe them: in ſcurrilous or cavilling 
Pamphlets, than to receive ſatisfaftion by them. I 
do: heartily ,/and from my: Soul, wwth-an end of theſe 
Contentions, and that there were no further occaſion 
for them; but if our Diſeating Brethren will ſtill 
proceed in this ' way; we. defire, { and hope'tis but 
what 1s reaſonable ) that the things in difference may 
be ;debated in the moſt quiet; -peaceable, and amica- 
ble.manner, that they —_— gravely and ſubſtanti- 
7 ally 
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ally managed, and only the Merits: of the Cauſe at- ' 
tended to, and that the Controverſic may not be 
turned off to mean and trifling Perſons, whoſe higheſt 
Attainment perhaps it ts, to write an idle and ſenſclefs 
Pamphlet, and which 'can ſerve no 'other uſe, but 
only that the People may be borne in hand, that ſuch 
and ſuch Books are Anſwered. Which 1s fo unmanly 
and diſingenious a way, and ſo like the ſhifung Arti- 
fices of them of the Church of Rome, that I am apt to 
perſuade. my ſelf, the wiſer Heads of the Drſſerting. 
Party cannot but be aſhamed of it. If they be nor, 
tis plain to all the World, they are willing to ſerve 
an il] Deſign by. the moſt unwarrantable Means. .But 
however 'that be, we think we have great Reaſon-to 
expect from them, that they ſhould hear our Church 
before they condemn Her, and conſider what has been 
laid for the removing of their Doubts, before they 
tell us any more of Scruples, Texder-Conſciences, and. 
the hard meaſure that they meet withall. F-confels,. 
could I meet with a Perſon that had brought him- 
{elf to ſome kind of Unbya&dneſs and indifferency of 
Femper,. and that deſignd nothing more than to ſeek 
and find the right way of Serving God, without 
reſpect: to-the Intrigues and Intereſts of this or that 
. particular Party 3 and' m order thereunto, had with 
a ſincere and honeſt Mind read whatever might pro- 
bably conduce to his Satisfaftion, fairly prapoſed his 
Scruples, and modeſtly conſulted: with thoſe that were 
moſt proper to adviſe hum, and humbly begged the 
Guidance and. Dire&ion of the Divine Grace and 
- Bleffings and yet after all, ſhould ſtill labour under his. 
old Diflatisfations; I fhould heartily -pity and pray 
for 'ſuch a Man, and'think. my ſelf obliged to mn- 
prove all my Intereſt for:Favour and Forbearance to- 
wards him. But ſach Perſons. as theſe,. I am afraid, 
are 
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are but thin ſowed; and, without Breach of Charity, 
it may be ſuppoſed, there is not One of a Thouſand. 
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Thirdly, We deſire, that before they go on to accuſe 
our Church with driving them into Separation, they 
would direFly charge her with impoſing ſinful terms of 
Communion, And unleſs they do this, and when they 
have done it, make it good, (for barely to accuſe, 
I hope, 1s not ſufficient,) 1 fee not 'which way they 
can poſſibly juſtifie their Separation from us. *Tis 
upon this account that the whole Proteſtant Refor- 
mation defends their Departure from the Church of 
Rome. They found the Dodrine of that Church in- 
finitely corrupt in ſeveral of the main Principles of 
Religion, New Articles of Faith introduced, and bound 
upon the Conſciences of Men under pain of Damna- 
_ tion, 'its Worſhip overgrown with very groſs Idola- 
try and Superſtition 3 1ts Rites and Ceremonies not 
only over-numerous, but many of them advanced 
into proper and dire& Atts of Worſhip, and the ufe 
of them made neceſſary to Salvation 3 ' and befides, 
its Members required to joyn and communicate in 
theſe Corryptions and Depravations, nay, and all Pro- 
poſals and Attempts towards a Reformation obſtinate- 
ly reje&ed and thrown out z in which Caſe, they did 
with great Reaſon and Juftice depart from her: which 
we may be confident they would not have done,. bad 
rio more been required' of. them, than inſtead of Wor-, 
ſhipping Images, to uſe the Sigz of the Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm, or inſtead of the Adoration of the Hoſt, to 


koreel at the Receiving of the Sacrament. A Learned Amyrald, 
Proteftant Divine, of great Name and Note, has. expreſ-, « 5. 
ly told us; * That had' there been no other Faults in 2,15, 
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«the Church of. Roxe,- beſides their uſeleſs Ceremo- 
<.mies in Baptiſme, and fome. other things that are, 
&* beyond the meaſure and genius of the Chriſtian 'Re- 
« Jigion, they had ſtill continued in the Commu- 
« nion of that Church. Indeed did the Church of 
England command any . thing © which Chriſt ' has 
prohibited, or prohibit any thing which Chriſt has 
commanded, then come ye. out from among them, ard. 
be ze ſeparate, ſaith. the Lord, were good Warrant and 
Authority. But where do we. meet with . theſe pro- 
hibitions ? not in, the, word of God, not 1n.the nature 
and reaſon of the. things themſelves ? nor indeed do we, 
find our. Diſſenting Brethren of late very forward to. 
faſten this.charge,and muchleſs to prove.1tz whatever. 
unwary. ſayings may.fall from any of.them in the heat 
and warmth of Diſputation, or be ſuggeſted by indi- 
re& conſequences, and artificial inſinuations. And if 
our. Church .commands nothing that renders her Com- 
munion -- ſinful, then certainly Separation from her. 
muſt be.unlawful, becauſe:the Peace and Unity of the, 
Church, and obedience to the commands of. Jawful. 
Authority, are expreſs and indiſpenſable duties; and. 
a few private ſuſpicions of the unlawfulneſs. of: the, 
thing are not ſufficient to ſway againſt plain, publick,. 
and neceſlary Duties :.nor can. it. be, ſafe to reje&. 
Communicating with. thoſe, with whom Chriſt him-. 
{cf does not refuſe Communion. This I am ſure was: 
once thought govud Dodrine by . the cheifeſt. of our. 
Diſſenters, who- when time was, reaſoned thus againſt, 
thoſe that. ſubdivided , from them ;.. . © If we. be a, 
© Oharch of Chriſt, and Chriſt hold Communionwith: 


« us, why do.you Separate fromus? If webe the Body, 


* of Chriſ}, do not they that-Separate from.the Body,; 
« Separate from. the Head alſo? we are loath to ſpeak- 


TIN any thing that, may Ol end YOu, y&t. WE ENUTEAT. you; 
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& to.conſider, : that if the Apoſtle call thoſe Diviſions 
* of the Church of Corizth. (wherein Chriſtians did 
' * notſeparate intodivers formed Congregations in the 
« Sacrament.of the Lords Supper,) Schiſxas, (. 1 Cor: 
1. 10.), may: not your Secethon from,us, and pro- 
<« 'fefling. you. cannot joyn: with us as: Members,..and 
« ſetting up Congregations of another Communion 
<« be more properly. called Schiſzz ?.----- You gather 
« Churches out of your Churches, and ſet up Churches 
« 1n an oppoſite way. to..our Churches, . and, allthis . 
« you do voluntarily and unwarrantably, mot haying **/ 
© any ſufficient cauſe for it. . | | | 


And in the ſame Book they tell us of a Two-fold 
Schiſm, Negative .and Poſitive 3; £* Negative, when 
«Men. do. peaceably and quietly withdraw: from - 
* Communion with a Church,. not. making a Head 
* againſt that Church, from.;which they . are depart- 
* ed :. the other is, when Perſons. ſo withdrawing 
« do confociate and withdraw themſelves. into a di- 
* ſtin& and oppoſite Body, ſetting up a Church/ a- 
« gainſt a Church, which. (ſay they) Camero calls 
« a Schiſm by way.of Eminency 3- and further tells 
«us, There are Four. Cauſes, that make a Separatiore 
& from a Church, lawful 3 1. When: they: that-Sepa- 
<« rate are .grievouſly and intollerably Perſecuted 5 
« 2, When the Church-they Separate from..is Hereti- 
«* catz 3. When it is Idolatrous;z 4.. When 1t. is-the 
«Seat of. Antichriſk, And. where none of theſe faux 
« *are found, there. the: Separation: is inſufficient,” and 
<< Schiſm. Now we.are fully, aflared, . that none of. 
«theſe Four Cauſes can be ry charg'd : upon. our 
CO therefore you- muſt not be diſ- 
«pleaſed with us, bur with your ſelves, if we blame- 


«*. you as guilty of poſitive Schiſm.' All which is as 
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true now. 2s it was then, and as applicable tous and 
them as it was to them and their D:ſſenters. 

Admit then, there were ſome things in our Con- 
ſritution that might be contrived to better purpoſes, 
and' that needed: Amendment and Alteration; yet 1 
hope every Defe&, or ſuppoſed Corruption 'in a 
Church, is not a ſufficient ground for Separation, or 
warrant enough to rend and tear the Church in pie- - 
ces. Let Mr. Calvin judge between us in this matter, 
who' fays, © That wherever the Word of God is due- 
*":ly Preached, and reverently attended to, and the 
« true uſe of the Sacraments kept up, there is the 
<« plain Appearance of a true Church, whoſe Autho- 
< rity no Man may ſafely deſpiſe, or reje& its Admo- 
&©'nitions, or reſiſt its Counſel, or-ſet at nought its 
«< Diſcrpline, much lefs Separate from it, and Violgte 
« its Unity 3 for that our-Lord bas ſo great regard to 
<« the Communion of his Church, that he accounts 
< him an Apoſtate from his Religion who obſtinate- 
< ly. Separates from any Chriſtian Society, which 
< keeps np the true Miniſtry of the Word and Sacra- 
« ments : that ſuch a Separation 1s a denial of God 
<. and Chriſt, and that it is a dangerous and pernici- 
<' ous Temptation, ſo much as to think of Separating 
< from fach a Church; the Communion whereof is 
« never to be rejected, ſo long as it continues in the 
<_.true uſe of the Word and Sacraments, though other- 
< wiſe it be over-run with many Blemiſhes and Corrup- 
4s; Which is as plain and fult a Determination. of 
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the Caſe, as if he had particularly deſigned it againſt 
the Dodrine and 'Pratice of the 5%, ny Di enters 
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Fourthly, We entreat  thew to Confider,. Whether ( it 
be pure Conſcience,. and. mere. Leal for the Hononr 
Religion, and. not very often Diſcontent, or Trade and 
Intereſt, that has the main ſtroke in keeping them from 
Communion with - our Church. . Far. be- it. from me to 
judge the Secrets of; Mens Hearts,, or to faſten-ſuch a 
Cbarge on the whole Body. of Diſſenters, yea; I' ac- 
cuſe not any. particular Perſon.z but only deſire, they 
would .-lay rheir Hand upon their Hearts,: and deal: 
ippartially with- themſelves, and ſay,, whether they 
ſtand glear before God in. this. matter. And; thers is 
the more Reaſon: to-put Men. upon: this Enquiry, not 
only becauſe Secular Ends are very apt to-mix with, 
and ihelter themſelves under the ſhadow of Religion ; 
but becauſe this has: been an. old Artifice, ' made uſe.of 
to promote Separation:,; Thus 'the Doxatiſts: in, the 
Primitive Times upheld- their Separation. from the Cz- 
tholick Church, and: kept their Party faſt together, 
by Trading only within themſelves, by imploying: 
none. to Till their Grounds,, or be their Stewards, but 
thoſe that would be of. their fide; nay, and ſometimes 
hiring Perſons by large Sums of Money to be Baptiz'd 
into their Party, as Criſpin did the People of Mappelia. 


And how evident the ſame Policy is among our Mo- p;7 4... 
dern 2xakers, is too notorious to:need- either Proof or Exift.173.. 


Obſervation, Time was, when:it was-made an *A 


ment to. prove Izdependercy to be a Fadtion, and not Edward's | 
matter of Conſcience, becanſe Needy, broken decayed {7% Pi! 
Men, who knew not how to live, and: hoped: to get p. 185. 


ſomething, turned [zuependents, and became Sticklers 
for It;. that ſome who had bulineſles; Cauſes;:and Mat- 
ters depending, ſtruck in with themz: and pleaded for 
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:them, that ſo they might find Friends, be ſooner dif- 
patched, and fare better ia their Cauſes 3 that Am- 
bitious, Proud, Covetous Men, who had a mind to 
Offices,  places:df-profit\*about the Army, Exciſe, &*c. 
"turned about toi the Tndependerts, and were great 
'Zealots for them. Thus -1t was then, and whether 
the ſame. Leaven do not {till fpread and ferment, and 
-perhaps as much' as'ever, there 1s juſt cauſe to ſuſpect ? 
Whoever looks into the Trading part of this City, 
and indeed of the whole Nation, -muſt needs be a ve- 
ry. heedleſs and indiligent- Obſerver, if he do not take 
notice, how -Intereſts are formed, and by what Me- 
thods: Parties and* Fattions/ are kepr- np, how many 
Thouſands of the Pooret ſort of Diſſenters depend on 
this or that Man for their Work, and conſequently 
for their Livelihood -and: Subſiftence 3' how many de- 
pend upon others for their Trade and Cuſtom, whom 
accordingly theſe Men- can- readily Command, and 
do produce to give Votes, and mcreaſfe Parties on all 
Publick Occafions 3 and what little Encouragement 
any Man finds from them, that once deſerts them, 
and comes over-to the Church of England. ' There is 
another thing that contributes not a little to this 
Jealoufie and Suſpicion, that many of the- Chiefeſt, 
and moſt 'Stiff and Zealous of the Diſerting Party, 
are they, at leaſt the immediate Deſcendants of choke 
who in the-late Evil-Times, by Rapine andViolence 
ſhared among themſelves the Revenues of the Church, 
and the Patrimony of- the 'Crown, and are faid ſtill 
privately. to keep on foot their Titles to them. And 
1t ſo, what wonder if ſuch Men look on themſelves, 
as obliged in point- of Intereſt, 'to widen Breaches, 
foment Differences, increaſe Faftions 3 and all this to 
Subvert andover-turn the Church of Ezgland ;*being 
well / aflured, they can never hope; but over the 

Ruins 
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WEW, 
Ruines of "this .Church, to make way to their bnce 
| fleffions ? Let Men therefore impartially exa- 
mine themſelves ,- and ſearch, . whether a World 
Spirit te not at the bottom cf their Zeal and- Stift- 
neſs. "Theſe I confeſs are Deſigns too Baſe and Sor- 
did, to be owned above Board : 'but be not Decezved, 
God is not Mocked ; Man looks to the outward Appea- 
rance, but God looks to the Heart. 


V. 


 Fifthly, We defire them to Confider, Whether it be 
ot a Fuſt Prejudice to their Cauſe, and that which ought 
to prevail with Men Modeſt and Peaceable, that in thoſe - 
things, wherein they differ from us, they are Condemm- . 
ed by the Praftice of the whole Cathulick Church for 
Fifteen Hundred Tears together. This, were I mind- 
ed, might afford a large Field for Diſcourſe, -but I 
ſhall inſtance only, and that very briefly, ina -few 
. Particulars. 

And Firſt, We deſire them to produce any ſettled 
part of the Chriſtian Church, that ever was without 
Epiſcopal Government, till the time of Catvix : it be- 
ing then as hard to find any part of the Chriſtian 
World without a Church, as to find a Church with- 
out a Blhop. This is fo evident in the moſtearly An- 
tiquities of the Church, that believe our Dzſenters 
begin to grow. ſick- of - the Controverſie. And if 
Blondell, Salmaſius and Daille, (-whoſe great Parts, 
Learning, 'and tadefatigable Induſtry; could, if any 
thing, have made: out the: contrary _) have . been 
forced to grant, That  Epiſcopacy obtained in the 
Church within a few Years after the Apoſtolick Ape ; 
We are ſure we can carry it higher, even up to the 
Apoſtles themſelves. __ are but two pallages, 

that 
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_ thatT know of, in att Antiquity, of any Note, and 
both of them not tilt 'the Itteriend” of the Pourth 
Century, that may ſeem to queftion Epiſcopal Autho- 
rity : The One, That famous and well known paſ- 

Idem Preſ- ſage of St. ferom, which yet when improved to-the 
| +a utmoſt-thavit is capable of, only intimates Epiſcopacy 
- ante- not to be of Apg/tolical Inſtitution. And very clear 
| Frog it is to thoſe that are acquainted with St. Jeroms 
#u ftadiain Writings, that he often Wrote in haſte, and did not 
religimefie- always weigh things at the Beam, and forgot at one 
ren EG... time, What he had faid at another ; that many expreſ- 
Fiſt. ad Tir, ſons (ell from himiin the heat of Diſputation, accord- 
—_ ing to the warmth and the eagernefs of his Temper, & 
that he was particularly chafed into this Aſſertion by 

the fierce oppoſition of the Deacons at Rome, who be- 

gan to Uſurp upon, and over-top the Presbyters, which 
tempted lim to Magnifie and Extol their Place'and 
Dignity, as anciently equal to the Epiſcopal Office, 

and as containing in it the common Rights and Privi- 

ledges of Prieſthood. For at other times, when he 

Wrote with cooler Thoughts about him, he does. 

plainly and frequently enough aſſert the Authority of 

Biſhops over Presbyters, and did himſelf conſtantly 

hve in Communion with, and Subje&tion to Biſhops. 

The other paſſage is that of Aerius, who. held indeed 

that a Biſhop and a Presbyter differed nothing in Or-. 

der, Dignity, or Power. But he was led into this 

Error meerly through Envy and Emulation, being 

vext. to ſee that his Companion Eaſtathius had gotten 

tbe Biſhoprick of Sehbaſt;a, which himfelf had aimed 

at. This made him ſtart afide, and talk extravagant- 

ly ; but the Church immediately branded him foran 

come. der, {eretick, and drave him and his followers out of alf 
beret, 15, Churches, and from all Cities and Villages. And Epr- 
thaniuvs, who was his Contemporary, repreſents hint 

7'Y 
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as very little better than a Madman ; and adds, that 
all Hereſies that ever were from the beginning of the 
"World, had been hatched either by Pride, or Vain 
Glory, pr Covetouſneſs, or Emulation, or ſome fuch 
Evil Ingvination. But his Herefie, it ſeems, was not 
long-livd, for we hear no more concerning this mat- 
_ ter, till the Reformation at Geneva. | 

Secondly, We deſire them to ſhew any Chriſtian 
Church that did not conſtantly uſe Lziturgies, and 
Forms of Prayer, in their Publick Offices and Admi- 
niſtrations of Divine Worſhip : I take it for grant- 
ed, that there were Forms of Publick Prayer in the 
Fewiſh Church ; and I make no doubt, but that the 
uſe of fuch Forms, was, together with many other 
Synazogue-rites and Uſages , transferred into the 
Pract:ce of the Chriſtian Church, and did actually 
obtain, in the moſt early Ages in all Churches, where 
there were not Miraculous Gifts, and every where as 
ſoon as thoſe Miraculous Gifts ceaſed, it being very 
fit and proper, and agreeable to Order and Decency, 
that the Peoples Devotions ſhould be thus Conducted 
and Governed in their Publick Miniftrations. Not to 
infiſt upon the Carmen, or Hymr, which even the 
Proconſul Pliny, fays, the Chriſtians upon a ſet Day 
were wont, one-among another, to ſay to Chriſt, as 
to their God ; Apparent footſteps of ſome Paſſages 
of. their Ancient Lztargzes, are yet extant in the 
Writings of Origen and St. Cyprian : And when Euſey 


bius gives usan account, how Religiouſly Conſtantine nerir.con- 
the Great ordered his Court, That he was wont to far. lib.q- 
take the Holy Bible into his Hands, and carefully to © 7: | 


Meditate upon it, and afterwards to offer up Set or 
Compoſed Prayers, together with his whole Royal Fa- 
mily.; he adds, He did ths after the manner, or in 
utation of the Church of God. Nazianzen tells us of 

C2 | St. Baſil, 
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In Santo St. Baſil, 'Fhat he compoſed - Orders: and: Forms / of 
Bſium 0- Prayer, and appointed decent Ornaments for the Al- 
Baſ. £9.63. tar... And St. Bafl himſelf reciting the manner of the 
' Pablick Service, that was uſed in the Monaſtical Ora- 
tories. of his Inſtitution; fays , /That nothing. was 
done therein but what was Conſonant and Agreeable 
to all the Churches of God. And-the Council of La- 
odicea, holden much about the Year $65, expreſly 
Can, 18. provides, that the ſame Liturgy, or Form of Prayers, 
__e nc. ſhould be always uſed both-Morning and Evening : That 
12. Conc, Jo it Might not be lawful for every one that would, to 
Carth. 3- compoſe Prayers.of his own. Head, and. to repeat theme 
#25 in the Publick Aſſemblies; as both Znaras and Bal- 
ſamon give the reaſon of that Canon. Further than 
this weneed not go, the Caſe being henceforward evi=- 
dent beyond all Contradiction. 

Thirdly, Let them ſhew us any Church, that did 
not always. ſet. apart and obſerve Feſtival Comme- 
moratjons of the Saints : beſides the more ſolemn 
times for Celebrating the great Bleſſings of our Re- 
deemer, his Birth-day and. Epiphany, Eaſter in Me- 
mory of his Reſurre&ion, Pentecoſt or Witſuntide tor 
the Miſſion oof the Holy Ghoſt, they had Annual days. 
for ſolemnizing the Memortes of the Bleſſed Apoſtles ; 
they had: their Memoriz and Natalitia Martyrum , 
whereon they aſſembled every year, to offer up to God: 
their Praiſes and Common. Devotions, and by Publick 
Panegyricks to do honour to the memory of thoſe 
Saints and Martyrs who had ſuffered: for, or Sealed: 
Religion with their Bloud.. Not to mention their 
Lent Faſt and their Stationary Faſts on Wedneſdays 

Serm. cm- and Fridays, which Epiphanius more than once ex- 
ou by &x- preſly ſays, were a Conſtitution of the Apoſtles. But 
AGE, the leſs need be faid on this head, becauſe few that: 
«dv. Arr. haye any Reverence for Antiquity, will have the: 
H#75 hardineſs to oppole it. Fourthly, 


NIST 2 a 
- & a £8. 


Ceremonies,” as' many-( if not” more} in*number, 
and-as liable to'exception, - as thoſe that are uſed in 


our Church at thisDay;'/ nay; thereare few things, _ 
if any af all, required by our Conſtitution, which. 


were not in uſe inthe beſt Ages of Chriſtianity. This, 
were it my deſign, I might demonſtrate -by-an Indus 


ction of particulars, (but it. is fully done by other 


Hands. I ſhall therefore, only -as' 'a- Specimen; in- 
Rance in.One, and the rather, becauſe *tis fo: much 
boggled at, ( viz. ) Thewgy of the Criſs in Baptiſm, 
which we are ſure was a Common and Cuſtomary 
Rite in the time of 7ertalliin and St. Cyprian, the 


htter whereof ſays: oft enough, that- 3*ing Regene- cyr.udv. 


rated, that is, Baptized, they were Signed with the — $ 
nit. Eccl: 


heads, who were thought worthy ts be admitted into the p.185 vid: 
fellowſhip of our Lords Religion: And 'St. Bafil plain- - 
ly puts it amongſt thoſe Ancient Cuſtams of the B. 
Church, which had been derived from the "Apoſtles : 57 5c: 
Nay, 7ertullian aſſures us, that they uſed'it in the 75:. deco 
moſt common Actions of Life ; that «pow every mo- 701 mil. 
tion, at rheir going out, and" coming in, at theiy- going ©* 


Sign of Chriſt; that they were 'Signed" on their Fore» 


to Bath, or to Bed or to Meals, ' or whatever their 'Oc= 
caſtens called them to, they were wont to make the Sign 
of the Croſs on' their Fore-heads ; and therefore *tis no 
- wonder, that they ſhould never omit it in the moſt 
Solemn A. of their being/initiated 'into+ the Chriſti= 
an Faith. And/now .let our Difſenting-Brethren eri- 
ouſly refle, - whether the Conſtant and Uniform 
Pra@tice of the Churctin all times, be-not a mighty 
Teſtimony againſt their Separating from- us,” upon 
the account of thoſe'things, which were uſed ir the 
witeſt; beſt and happieſt Ages'of the Goſpel; - 

WOE: 
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Faurthly, ' We deſire then to produce” any*Churett 
fince the Apoſtles Times,” that had not its Rites and 
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| when'their Separation upon this account;z” can'in-point 
br of.Example, pretend” not" to. much more-than @ Hun-> 
ied: Years Countenance and Authority to Support 
and-Shelter it..;; And; yet -has-not,:that-neither ; 
for. I could £aſily. thew,. thas. maſt; if not all; the 
See Durets Ulages of our.Church, are either practiſed in Foreign 
wiew ef the Churches, or atleaſt, allowed of by the moſt Learn- 
mer; &d and Eminent Divines, Of the Reformation, whoſe 
publickh Teſtimonies, -to this purpoſe, are particularly enume- 
Coo rated, and »ranked -under their proper: Heads, by 
*p. 123, Mr..Sprint, inhis* Caſſander Avg/icanus, - which they 
124,&. thatare:curious'may Conſul. [6 
n ' ; # 


++% - 


ling to.thigk, that herein fuch Men acted againſt their 
Conſciences, or did. it meerly. to. ſecure a gaintul Qt 
fice, or. a-place of Truſt; -or to eſcape the Laſh and 
Penalty of 'the Law. Theſe are Ends ſo very Vile-and 
Sordid, - ſo Horrible a proſtitution. of the Holy Sa- 


gion, fo. deliberate . a. way: of Sinning, even in the 
moſt . Solemn. Ads'of Werlhip, that. I.can; hardly 
ſuſpe& any ſhould be guilry of it, but Men of Pro- 
fligate and- Atheiſtical Minds, who have put off all 
Sence of God, and;Baniſhed all Reyerence of Religi- 


thren receive the Sacrament: with::us, they are fully 
ks | perſuaded 


crament, the. moſt Venerable Myſtery of our Reli- | 


on. ;1 would: fain beligye, that when: any of our Bre- 
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perſuaded of the lawfuineſs of 'it, and that-the Prin-' 
cipte that brings them! thither,” is the Conſeience of 
their Duty. ' But then 1 know not how to Ariſwer it, 
why the ſame Prineipfe that 'brings theti: thither-at 
one time, ſhould not bring them alſo at another, and 
that we ſhould never have their company at that So- 
lenin' and* Sacred Ordinance, but when the fear of 
ſome Temporal Puniſhment ,- or * the- profpedt of 
ſome Secular Advantage prompts them to it. *'Tis 
commonly blamed in thoſe of the Romi/h Church, 
that they can di/pence with Oaths, and receive Sacra- 
ments to ſerve a turn, and: to advance the Intereſt of 
their Cauſe: Bur-God forbid, that fo heavy a Charge 
ſhould ever lie at the Doors of Proteſtants, and efpe-' 
cially thoſe, who would: be thought moſt to abhor 
Popiſh Practices, and who would take it ill to be ac- 
courited not to'make as-much; 'if not more; Confſci- - 
ence of their ways than- other Men:: Now I beſeech 
our Diſſenting, or rather Inconſtant Brethren, to rea- 
ſon a little ; if our Communion be ſinful,” why did 
they enter intoit ? if it be lawful, why do they for- 
fake it ? is it not that, which the Commands of Aus 
thority have tied upon us, and whoſe Commands we 
are bound” to ſubmit to, vt only for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience ſake > Are not the Peace and Unity of the 
Church, things, that ought greatly to ſway with all 
Sober, Humble, and Confidering Chriſtians? Does. 
not the Apoſtle ſay, that ' if it be poſſible, and as much 
as in us lies, /we are to live Peareably with all" Men 2 
And ſhall Peace be broken only in the Church, where 
it-ought to be kept moſt entire 2 And that by thoſe, 
who acknowledge it to be- pofible, and within their | 
power ? Are they ſatisfied 18 their Conſciences, ' to , 
Jjoin-in Communion with us, and will they not dont 
for. the fake of the Church of God ? EC 
rent - 
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refuſe to do what is lawful, and as the Caſe' ſtands 
neceſfary, in order to Peace, only becauſe Authority 
Commands it, and has madeiit their Duty 2-Oh Sirs, 
I beſeech you by all that's Dear and Sacred, to aſſiſt 
and. help us, and not ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe, 
who by a Cauſeleſs and Unjuſtifiable Separation, en- 
deavour to rend and deſtroy the beſt Church in the 
whole Chriſtian World. | ” 44 


by. > 


Seventhly, We beg of them that they would Conſis 
der, what Sad and Deplorable Miſchiefs have enſued, 
upon bearing down. the Conſtitution of the Church of 
England. This is matter of Fat, and whereof ma- 
ny yet alive were mgde ſenſible by Woful Experi- 
ence. Omitting what may ſeem of a little more re- 
mote Conſideration, the Blood and Treaſure, the 
Spoils and Ravages. of the late War, the Enflaving 
and Oppreſling all Ranks of Men, and what is above 
all, the Murder of an. excellent and incomparable 
Prince ; I ſhall inſtance in.a few particulars, wl:ich 
were the more immediate Effects of it,- - - - 

And Firſt, No ſocner was the Church of England 
thrown down, but what Monſtrous Swarms. of Er- 
rours and Hereſfies broke in upon us, both for Num- 
ber, and Impiety, beyond whatever had been heard 
of inthe Church of God : - And here I need-,go no 
further, than the fad account, - which . Mr. Edward's 
has given us. in the ſeveral parts of his Gaugrexa, He 
was an eminent Miniſter of the Presbyterian Party, 
One, who as he tells the Parliamey?, had,out of Choice 


Fine 2646. and Judgment, from the very beginning, Embarqued 


himſelf, with Wife, Children and Eſtate, andall that 
was dear to > in the ſame Ship with them Mp bo 
| in 


fink and periſh, or to come fafe to- Land with them; 
and that in the-moſt doubtful and difficult Times, nor 
only in the beginning of the War -and Troubles, in a 
Malignant place among Courtiers, where he had 
Pleaded- their Cauſe, juſtified their Wars, and Satisfi- 
ed many that Scrupled, but when their Afﬀairs were at 
loweſt, had beers moſt Zealous for them, Preaching, 
Praying, ſtirring up the People to ſtand for them, 
and had both gone out in Perſon, and lent Mony 
to them : He held Correſpondence with conſiderable 


Perſons in all parts of the Nation, and was eareiul 


to have the beſt Intelligence from all Quarters, and 
profeſſes to lay down the Opinion and Errours 
which he mentions i fterminis, and in their own 
Words and Phraſes, Syllabically, and as near as might 
be. Now amongſt infinite other things, he tells us 
'twas then commonly maintained , 


4 ws dns: ah TY 44 RIPE > - 
* n + Þ Rs _. G2 Rig en $4 8 3 «+ 6-4 UE * 
F & end. WY oY 0 i 7 hh - TY 9, gs I Edd. 2 {tn Co ma [Os as TY as 
4. Fs &+ * F 4 MA. . - ? Nees. - Jab dg 02.4, wt rn 
bf : -y & . *4 : - SE : 5 4 pu eos > 
; ? "9 5 = 
- 
bi 
; NJ I ; : 


Catal. ard 


* Fhat the djſcov. of 


** Scriptures cannot be faid to be the Word: of God, £795: 


* and areno more to be Credited, than the Writings 


* of the Sinfulneſs of his People, not of the Actions freſh dif- 
* alone, but of the very Pravity whick is in them ; <or-p-115- 
* that all Lies come forth out of his Mouth, that the j;;;afm 


* Prince of the Air that Rules in the Children of 
* Diſobdience is God; that in the Unity of the 


* God-head there. is not a Trinixty of Perſons, but-- 


* that it is a Popiſh Tradition ;'that the DoQtrine 6f 
** Repentance is a'Soul-deſtroying Dodtrine, and that 
* Children are not bound to Obey their Parents at all, 
*1f they be Ungodly ; that the Soul of Man is 
* Mortal, as the - Soul of a Beaſt; that there is no 
* Reſurrection at all of the Bodies of Men ,, nor Hea- 
* ven nor Hell after this Life. I inſtance only in 
* theſe as a Taſt, not that they are all, or the Hundred 
D | part, 


P- 15, 8c. 
wid. 2d. 


* of men, being not a divire, but Humane Tradi- Par. p. g. 
* tion ; that God has a Hand in, and is the Author 2: 
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part, no nor the worſt, there being other. Blaſphe- 
miss and Impieties, which'my Pen trembles to Re- 
late. F-KE 

Secondly, The Liturgy of our Church being dif- 
charged and rhrown out, andevery one left to his 
own hberty, 'tis ſcarce poſſible to believe, what wild 
and prodigious Extravagancies were upon all occaſt- 


. ons uſed inholy things, not in Preaching only , but 


View of the 


late trou- 
bles in Eng 


eſpecially in Prayer, the moſt immediate At of Wor- 
fhip and Addreſs to God : It is an affront to the Ma- 
jeſty of Religious Worſhip, that there ſhould be any 
thing in it Chuldiſh and Trivial, Abſurd and Frivoſous, 
that its Sacred Myſteries ſhould be expoſed to Con- 
tempt and Scandal by that Levity and diftra&tion; 
that heat and Boldneſs, thoſe weakneſſes and Indif- 
erections, thoſe Looſe, Raw, and Incongruous Effuſi- 
ons, which in moſt Congregations of thoſe "Times, 
did too commonly attend it : But the things Tin- 
tend ro Inſtance in, are of a far worſe colour and 
complexion; for whoſe Ears would it not make to 
tingle, to hear men in the Pulpit telling God, That *' 
if he did not finiſh the good Work which he had begun 
in the Reformation of the Church; ' be would ſhew him- 


cap. 43. p- ſelf to. be the God of Confufton, and fuch a One, as by 


5657, KC. 
See alſo 
Edwards 
Gang 3d. 
Part, alit- 
tle before. 
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cunning. Stratagems had contrived the Deſtruftion of 
his own Children ; That God would: bleſs the” King, and 
Mollifie his hard Heart, that delights tw Blood, for that 
he.was fallen from Faith in' God, and betome an Fne- 
my to-his Church; let thine Hand, we pray thee, 0 
Lord, our God, be upon him, and upon his Fathers 
Houſe, but not upon thy people, that they ſhould be 
Plagued : O God, O-God, many ane'the Hawds lift up 


. againft us, but there is one God; it is thou thy ſelf, O 


Father, who doft us more Mijechief, than they all : We 
knew, O Lord, that Abraham made a Covenant, _— 
| ETA 
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and David made a Covenant, and onr Saviow made 2 
Covenant, but thy Parhaments. Covenant is the 
greateſt of all Covenants, | prefume, the De- 
vout and! Serious Reader deſires-no more of fach in- 
tolerable Profane' and Lewd Stuff as this is; They 
that are curious of more, may find it, befides others, 
in Zhe ſhort wiew of the late Troubles in Enzland), 
where Times, Places. and Perfons, are; Particularly 
named, | | | 
Thirdly 'Fhe Fences of Order and Difeipline in 
the Church of Eng/ard being broken down, what a 
horrid Inundation of all manner of Vice and Wick- | 
edneſs did: mmmediatly over-flow the Land ? The : 
Afembly at Weſhninfter Petitioned the Parliament, That July 19 _ 4 
ſome! Severe Courſe might be taken-againſt Fornicati- '** 2 
on, Adultery andTnceſt,' which, ſry they, do great- 
ly: abound, eſpecially of late, by reaſon of. Impuni- ,, , 
ty.. And Mr. Edwards fpeaking of the whole Trike ov. p. 
of Sectaries, tells us, '** He was confident; that' for 187. 34 
© this many. Hundred:Years', there had not beerr a ns 
* Party; that: hath pretended to fo much Hotinels, 
« Strietneſs, power of: Godlineſs, tenderneſs of Con- 
<* ſcience, above-all. other Men, as this Party hath 
< cone; that: hath: beer guilty of ſo'/great Sins, horri- 
bk: wickedneſs, provoking Abominations, as they 
*<.are ; with'much more; both there and elſewhere; 
to the ame purpoſe; and the Charge very often made 
good- by particular Inftances. So that indeed Hell | 2 
ſeemed: to have broke loofe, and to- have Invaded' all Ke 
Quarters; im defpite of their Covenant, and'all the A 
little: Schemes of: their fo: much Magnified Reformat- 
on: The Covenant' Cries ( God grant not agiinſft you' ) 
for Reformation-of the Kingdom, the* Extirpation 'of 
Hetefres, Schiſms, Profanenefs, &c. and theſe  Impie- 
tes abound. as:if me: had taken aiCouenant to maintain 
| D 2 them ; 


Faſt Ser- 
mon, Jan. 
27. 1646. 


Cat. and 
diſcov. p 
735 74576- 
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and fince it was taken theſe Sins which we have 


7 


them 
Covenanted againſt , have more abounded , than inthe 
ſpace of Ten Times ſo many Tears before, as Mr. 


Fenkin tells the Lords in Parliament. And that all 
that I have mentioned (which yer is infinitely ſhort 
of what might be faid) was the effe& of the Ruin 
of the Church of Ernz/and, and let in by the Method 
they took for Reformation, we have ſrom their own 
confeſſions. © We, fays Mr. Edwards, in theſe Four 
< faſt Years, have over-paſſed the Deeds of the Pre- 
* /ates, and juſtified the Biſhops, in whoſe time ne- 
* ver ſo many , nor fo great Errours were heard of, 
* much leſs ſuch Blaſphemies or Conluſions ; we 
* have worſe things among us, than ever were in all 
* the B:ſhops Days ; more corrupt Dodtrines and-un- 
« heard of Practices, than in Eighty Years-/ before. 
* ---- [am perſuaded, if Seven Years ago, the Bi- 
* ſhops and their Chaplains had ut Preached, Print- 
« ed, Licenſed, diſperſed up and down in City and 
* Country openly , a Quarter .of theſe Errours, He- 
« reſies, Blaſphemies, which have been all theſe 
* ways vented by the Seftaries , the People would 
<* have riſen up, and ſtoned them, and pulled down 
* their Honſes, and forced them. to ſorbear fuch\Do- 
* rines: O how is the Scene changed within theſe 
ſew Years ! and not long aſter, he' tells vs, that 
* Theſe are Riſen, Increaſed, Reign and Prevail, fo- 
* far under a Parliament Sitting, not under the Bi- 
* ſhops, Corrupt-Clergy, Court-party, but 'under -a 
* Parliament. - And in his Epiſtle to the Lords and 
Commons, before. the firſt part of his Gangrena, he 
tells them, © That the Errours, Hereſies, Blaſphe- 
« mies and Practices, of the Sedtaries of this Time, 
* had been Broached and Acted within theſe Four laſt 
« Years in England, and that in Tour.Quarters, and wah 
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<.the places under your Government and power, for 
*« which I tremble to think, leaſt the whole Kingdom 
* ſhould be in Gods Black, Bill ; that together with 
< their Reformation, come in a Defomation ,' and 
< worſe things were come upon, them, 'than-ever they 
< had before : they had put down the Book of Common- 
< Prayer, but there were many amongſt them, that 
<had put down the Scriptures; flighting, yea, 
< Blaſpheming them : he tells them, they had- caft 
< out the Biſhops, and their Officers,” and they had 
** many that had caſt down to the ground all Mini- 
& ſters in all the Reformed Churches ; they had caſt 
* out Ceremonies in the Sacraments, and they had 
*< many that had caſt out the Sacraments themſelyes ; 
with many more ſad complaints which he there 
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makes. To ſum up all in the words of my Author ; 


* In this Catalogue the Reader may ſee great Errors, 
*and. yet may turn himſelf again and behold greater, 
*'namely' damnable Hereftes, and yet tarn' himſelf a- 
*92inand read Horrid Blaſphemies ; anda third time, 
* and read Horrible 'Diforders, Confuficns, ſtrange 
< and unheard of Practices, not only againſt the Light 
* of Scripture, but Nature, asin Women's Preaching, 
* in Stealing away Men's Wives and Children from 
* Husbands and Parents, in Baptizing Women Na- 
* ked, in the Preſence'and Sight of Men, &c. And 
thus we fee by what means it was, that the Nation 
came to be Peſtred with -Opinions and Practices, 
Impious beyond the Example of former Apes,” and 


Juch as were not once named among the Gentiles , 
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bi ſupra, 
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4 A Letter 
to the from a Ma= 


Infinite Prejudice and diſhonour both of our Religion bt: vene- 
and our Nation. It kcing the Obſervation w hich an tan 70 


C 


ard Bar- 


Ingenious Foreigner, who. reſided at London in thoſe y;cing. 


times, made upon this occaſion ; one of the Frutts. hanfeted 
fays He, of this Bleſſed Parliament , of theſe two M4 gu 
Fs HEtartes pig. 


Prin- 


3 "+ f | 

| C 26) 
Solaris (Proviguerinns and Independents) zs, that they 
. have made more Jews and Atheifts, than I think there 
_ is iy all Europe befides, | 
I doubt not; but that the greateſt part of our Nif- 
lenters do, from their Souls deteſt the Hereſies, Blaſ- 
Phemies, and Wickednefles that have. been mention- 
ed; but then the Conſideration ought to oblige them 
to, double their diligence. to prevent the like diſmal 
Eftecs for the time to come, /and not toopen the Gap 
again, .at which they muſt neceſſarily flow mm upon 
us. By whathas. been done they may ſee, what a 
Bleſſed Reformation they may expe& by the Ruin of 
_ this Church; for the thing that hath been, is that. which 
ſhall: be z the Fania 0 foot by the. ſame, Prin» 
Ciples will Eternally. praduce the, fame. Eflets ; and 
though Menat firſt may mean never ſo. well, yet 
Temptations will inſenfibly- grow upen them, and 
Accidents happen, which in, the Progreſs. will carry 
them infinitely beyond the Line af ;their, firſt Inten- 
tigns, /and, engage them.in,, Courſes, : out. of, which, 
when they;come. to diſcern; their Erreyr, it may be 
too late for them to Retire. In the beginning, of. the 
long. Parliament, I make no queſtion, but. the far 
greateſt. part of them. met; together with very boneft 
and good: Intentions, and. ...deſagned' no_- more - 
than to Correct ſome little: Irregularities, which they 
apprehended-to be in. Church, or State : But: wee ſee 
how theſe very. Perſons where cariied:from. one paſſage 
to.another.; and.in time tranſported to. thoſe, very 
- things which at firſt they had ſa vehemently proteſt» 
ed.and declared againſt, till at length Horrid Enox- 
mities came to- be acted by. and under them, which no 
 age.can Paralel : which ought to be a_ Sufficient Cau- 
tian ta all, how: they ſhake the leaſt Stone,, that. .Fe- 
longs.to the Foundation, ['leaſtby, picking, out ane ats 
; | ter 
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ter another, the whole Houſe, tumble about their Ears,. 

when it is keyond their bvwn'Power to ſupport, it.. I. 

ſhall ſhut up this Head with a btief Recapittlation of 

fone of thofe Tnſerenes, which” Mr. Zawards makes 

from the State of thoſe Loofe and Licentious times, 

we have been ſpeaking of, and then leave the Reader 

to judg, whether they be not as. Applicable to prefent 
Circumſtances, ynder which we are : He infers thus, 

Firſt, we my hetice fee how dangerous” it 15 £0. car. and 
deſpiſe and let alone a ſmall Party. Secondly, That —_ p 

it 1s more than time fully and Effectually to ſettle the ,, a2, 
Goverment and Difcipline, of the Church ; Thirdly, 57, 2 
What the Miſchief, Evil, and Danger of a Tolerition,: rr | 
and pretended Liberty of Conſcierice would. be to this 195, 203 
Kingdom, and what it would Prove and' Produce. 
Fourthly, That it ſufficiently Juftifies in the Sight of 

the World, thofe Miniſters and: People who ate Zea- 

lous for ſetling Religion, and cry out for Govettinient,, 

who Preach, Petitions ſpeak often 6ne to another of 

theſe things. Fifthly, what a great Evil and Sin Se- 
paration is from the Communion of the Reformed 
Churches, and. how highly difpheaſing to God for. 

Men to make a Rent and Schiſm in the Church of 

God. Sixthly, That all fuch' whq have been deceived 

and. drawn away, under pretence of Feuer Purity, 
Holineſs, &c. and have any Fear and Awe of God 

and his Word, be Exhorted to leave and forfake them, A 
21d return to thePublick Aﬀembties and, Commmni- <] 
on' of this and other Reformed Churches. And God 4 
Frant we may hearken to this Counſel, and may fe- 
rioufly lay theſe things to heart. 


VIT. Eighthly,, 
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! VIII. 

Eighthly, We defire it may be conſidered, what plain 
and apparent Advantages Separation gives to the Com 
mon Enemy of the. Proteſtant Religion in theſe Nations : 
The Church of Eng/and is notoriouſly known to have 
been the moſt ſtrong and ſtanding Bulwark of Prote- 
ftancy, ever ſince the Reformation ; for being Foun- 
ded on Scripture-grounds, and the Practice of True, 
Genuine, Primitive Antiquity, and having been re- 
formed, by the moſt wiſe, regular, and juſtifiable 
Methods ;- it ſtands like a Rock wnpregnable a- 
; F2inſt all the Aſhults, . which the Church of Rome 
makes upon. it. This. has, engag'd them to Plant 


all their Batteries to -beat it down, as being the 


only-Church conſiderable enough to ſtand in their 
yoy'.and when not able to efte& it by any other 

rts, they have betaken themſclves:to the old Arti- 
fice of Ruining us, . by dividing us. In' Order here- 
unto they have upon all occaſions ſtrenuouſly promo- 
ted the Seperation, mixed themſelves with our Dif- 
ſenters, put on every ſhape, that they might the bet- 
ter follow the Common outcry againſt our . Church, 
as Popiſh and Anticriſtian, ſpurring on the people to 
call for a more pure and ſpiritual way of worſhip, 
and to Clamour for liberty and Toleration, as where- 
in they well knew they themſelves were like to have 
the greateſt ſhare ; and 'that having ſubverted all. 
Order, and beaten. people out of all ſober Principles, 
' they foreſaw they muſt be neceſſitated at laſt to cen- 
' ter in the Communion of the Romi/b Church. This 
was a Trade they began betimes, -almoſt in the very 
Infancy of the Reformation. Witneſs the Story of 
Faithful Commin, a Dominicatt Fryer, who paſled un- 
der the notion ofa Zealous Puritan, and was much 
admired 
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admired and followed by the People for his ſeeming 
Piety, ſpiritual Gifts, and. Zeal againſt Popery. But 
being apprehended, Aro 1567. and accuſed for an 
Impoſtor, was examined at large before the Queen 
and her Council, and put under Bail : when finding 
the Climat was like to be too hot for him, and ha- 
ving by a cheat brought off his Bail, and told his de- 
Inded followers, that he was acquitted by her Majeſty 
and the Council, and warned of God to go beyond 
the Seas, to inſtru the Proteſtants there, and that he 
would come again 3 and having aſlured them that Spi- 
ritual Prayer was the chief Teſtimony of a true Pro- 
teſtant, and that the ſet Form of Prayer in- England 
was but the Maſs Tranſlated, and having, with abun- 
dance of extempore-Prayers and Tears ſqueezed out of 
them a Colledtion of a Hundred and Thirty Pounds 
for his Journey, beſides private Gifts 3 away he goes 
for Rome, and acquaints Pope Pius Znintus with what 
he had done, and by what Methods, and how odious 
-he had made the Church of England to the Puritans, 
and that it would be a ſtumbling-block to that Church 
while it was a Chutch. Upon which the Pope com- 
- mended and rewarded him with Two Thouſand Du- 
cates for his good Service. All which particulars are 
more fully made out from Secretary Cecil's Papers, 


whoſe Memorials were"ately brought to light. Wit- 6ranzs, 


neſs alſo that other paſſage concerning Thomas Heath 
a Jeſaite, who much about the ſame time was ſent 
over into Ernglazd to AQ the ſame Part, which he 
did, not only by Preaching, but by crying up Spi- 
ritual Prayers, and running down all ſet Forms, as 
being without any warrant from Scripture, by La- 
bouring to refine the Proteftants, as he called it, and 
to take off all ſmacks of Ceremonies, that in the 
leaſt tended to the, Rozxiſh Faith. For all which he 

| E was 
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was mightily flocked after, and admired every day 
more and more. But Ar70. 1568. he was diſcovered 
by a Letter, that cafually dropt out of his Pocket as 
he was Preaching in the Pulpit at Rocheſter, importing, 
that the Council of their Fraternity had ſent him Col- 
leions, and Inſtructions for carrying on the Work, 
and that this way of dividing Proteſtazts was the only 
way for the recalling Men back again to the Mother 
Church. Hereupon he was examined by the Biſhop. - 
of Rocheſter, and did not much deny the main of the 
charge, and upon the ſearching of his Lodgings, 
there were found ſeveral Books fitted for his purpoſe, 
as- againſt Infant Baptiſm, ec. and in one of his 
' Boots, a Licence from the Fraternity of the Feſuites, 
and a Bull of Pizs Quintws,giving him leave to preach 
what Do&rine that Society pleaſed, for the dividing 
of the Engliſh Proteſtants, or as he called them, He- 
reticks; The ifſue was, that Heath was cloſe Impri- 
foned, ſet in the Pillory at the High Crofs ; his Ears 
cut off.his Nofe ſlit. his Fore-head branded,and he con- 
demned to perpetual Impriſonment, but ſoon after he 
dyed fuddenly.bcing ſuſpe&ted to have poyſoned him- 
ſelf: The whole account hereof being publiſhed from 

the Authentick Regiſter of the Church of Rocheſter. 
The fame Courſe we need got doubt, the Papii?; 
held on in the ſucceeding times, theſe being ſome of 
the main Dire&ions, which Cortzer the Jeſuit gives 
for the reducing Popery into a Country, that it be 
done under pretence of cafe to tender Conſciences, 
and that Liberty be granted to that end, and thar as 
much uſe be made of the diviſion of Enemies, as of 
the agreement of Friends, What a ſtroak they had 
in fomenting the differences and diſtracions , that 
brought on the late Civil Wars, and how attive they 
were both in the Counſels and Proceedings - - 
Parlia- 
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Parliament Party, the World needs not to be told at 

this time of days; «© greatnumbers of them, both Com- 

' <.manders and others, ſerving in their Armies, great in- 

«' duſtry was uſed to corrupt the Loyalty and Aﬀettion 

< of thoſe of that Religion, and private promiſes and 

<« undertakings were made to them, that if they would | 

« affiſt them againſt the King, all the Laws made in oo. 2. 
< their prejudice ſhouldbe Repealed 3 as:the_late King 2542; via. 


? 


Coitedt. of 


of bleſſed Memory tells the World in one: of his publick :e Kine 
Declarations, after the Victory at Edgehil; Adding, that Works. 
tho ſome few of Eminent Abilities for Command and #/';,3. 
Condu&, and of moderate and unfaGtious diſpoſitions £ Hiftris 
were employed in his Service; yet, we are confident, {7."% 
that a far greater number of that Religion, is in the Ar- p. 165. ſee 
my of the Rebels, than in our own. And the King < _— 
it ſeems had good reaſon to ſay ſo. For as de Salmo- late trou- 
net, a Secular Prieſt, who wrote in French a Hiſtory vein | 
of our late Civil Wars, informs us, in that very Fight —— , 
at Edge-hill, beſides two Companies of Wallosns, and 554 
other Romar-Catholicks that ſerved there, that ( ſays 

he )) which did moſt ſurprize every Body was, that 

ſeveral Popiſh Prieſts were found amongſt the Dead 

that were ſlain on the Parliament (ide. So plain is:it, 

that they ſerved in their Armies, were preſent at 

their Councils, and upon all occafions mix'd | with 

their Parties, that they might widen the Breach be- 

yond all recovery. Thus was it then. And aboutghe 5: pr. 
time of the King's coming in, a Letter of Advice was Scilling- 
written by Seignior Ballarini concerning the'beſt way fe r the 
of Managing the Popiſh Intereft'in England, upon his uneaÞna- 
Mijeſtie's Reſtauration 5 wherein it was adviſed;eſpe- mph. 
cially to obſtruct the Setttement of the Fundamental p. 2o. vc. 
Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, ta ſet up the profpe- 
rous way of Fears/'and-Jealoufies:of the King and Bi- 
(hops, to aſpeiſe - the Biſhops and . Miniſters of the 

E 2 
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Church of Ergland,and to repreſent its Dodrine and 
Worſhip as coming too near to the Church of Rome, 
to ſecond the Fadtious in promoting an Indulgence, 
and to endeavour, that the Trade and Treaſure of the 
Nation might be engroſled between themſelves, and o- 
ther diſcontented Parties. And Mr.Coleman himſelfown- 
oy oa ed it at his Condemnation, that perhaps he thought, 
101. that Popery might come in, if Liberty of Conſcience 
Ant had been granted. And this 1s that, which wiſe Arch- 
the Admo- Biſhop Gioif long ago foreſaw would come to paſs, 
ut. p. 349 when he told the Difemters of thoſe Days, Þ am per- 
ſnaded that Anti-Chriſt worketh effeFually at this Day, 
by our Stirs and Contentions, whereby he hath, and will 
more prevail agains# this Church of England hen by any 
other means whatſoever. And now upon the whole mat- 
ter, I deſire our Diſſenting Brethren to confider,whe- 
ther the orderly and truly Primitive Conſtitution of 
the Church of Ezgland, or Innovation, Schiſm and 
Separation, be the likehier way to keep out 'Popery 3 
and do therefore Conjure them, by all the Kindneſs 
which they pretend for the Protei#art Religion, hear- 
tily to join in Communion with us, as which I believe, 
humanely ſpeaking,. to be, if not the only, at leaſt 
the only ſafe and durable means of ſhutting Popery 
for ever out of Doors. | Fc 


IX. 
Ninthly, We deſire of them, that if neither theſe nor 


any other | Advices and Conſiderations can prevail with 
them, they would at lea$t ceaſe to Reproach the Govern- 
ment, for Reviving the Execution of the Laws, about 
theſe matters s F know it-1s very natural to Men to 
complain, when any thing ' pinches them, 'but then 
they ought to. be ſo juſt, 'as/to conſider, whoſe fault 
it 


it is that has brought it upon them. The'Lawsin this 
caſe were framed with great Advice, and upon dear 
bought Experience, and every Nation in the World 
thinks it ſelf obliged, when no other ways will doit, 
by Penalties to ſecure the Publick Peace, Safety, and 
Tranquility of the State, though it may ſometimes 
preſs hard in ſome particular Caſes, when Men 
through Fancy, Humour, Miſtake or Deſign, ( eſpe- 
cially about little, and as themſelves confeſs, indiffe- 
rent matters, ) ſhall warns 1 the Publick Welfare, 
and- by an ill Example expoſe the Reverence and -Ma- 
jeſty of theLaws. And yet notwithſtanding all this, 
and a great deal more that might be ſaid, we find 
them at every turn charging the Government, for 
uſing them Cruelly, and with the hardeft Meaſure, 
cenfiring their Superiours, and ſpeaking Evil of Dig- 
#ities 5 and this not only the Cry of the mean and 
common Sort, - but of their chiefeſt Leaders, even to 
this Hour : It. being no hard matter (but that I 
love not to exaſperate) to inſtance 1n ſeveral things, 
that are no very good Arguments of that Obedient 
Patience, which fome of them fo much pretend to. 
It is far from my Temper to delight in Cruelty, much 
more to plead for Severity to be uſed towards Dzſ- 
ſenting Brethren, and therefore ſhould have ſaid no- 
thing in this Argument, were it not neceſſary to Vin- 
dicate the Government, which upon theſe occaſions, 
E have ſo often heard Blamed and Cenſured. I would 
theſe Perſons who complam ſo much, would conſider 
a white, how their Predeceffors were dealt with in 
the times of the good: Queer Elizabeth 5 which will 
appear, either from the Laws then made, or from 
the Proceedings then had againſt” them. The Laws 
then. made againſt them, were chiefly theſe ; In the 
Firſt of the Queen, 4» A# for the Uniformity of 


Common- 
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| Common-Prayer, &-c. wherein, among other Clauſes 
and Penalties, it is provided, © That if any Perſon, 
« ſhall in any Playes, Songs, Rhimes, or by other 
* open Words, declare or ſpeak any ng, 0 the 
« derogation, depraving, or deſpiſing the Book of 
* Common-Prayer, 'or any thing therein fontained, 
< being thereof lawfully convicted, he ſhall forteit tor 
<« the firſt 'Offence an hundred, for the ſecond four 
* hundred Marks, for the . Third, all his Goods and 
* Chattels, and ſhalf ſuffer Impriſonment during Lite, 
A Clauſe, which had it been kept up in its due 
Life and Power, our Liturgy and Divine Offices, 
had been Treated with much more Reſpe&and Keve- 
rence, then I am ſure they have met with, eſpecially 
of late. 'In Her Fifth Year, an A& was paſſed for the 
due Execution of the Writ de Excommunicato capi- 
endo; amongſt others, particularly levelled againſt 
ſuch as refuſe to receive the Holy Communion, or to. 
come to Divine Service, as now commonly uſed in 
the Church of Erg/and, with ſevere Penalties upon 
thoſe,. that ſhall not yield up themſelves to the ſame 
Writ. Anno. 13. palled an AF of general Pardon, 
but it was with an Exception of all thoſe, that had 
committed any Offence againſt the AF for the Uni- 
formity of Commmon-Prayer, or were Publiſhers of Se- 
ditious Books, or Diſturbers of Divine Service. 
Anno 23. By an AG to retain the Queen's Majeſty's 
Subjeds in their due Obedience it is provided, © That 
«* every Perſon above the Age of Sixteen Years, 
 < which -ſhall not- repair to ſome Church or uſual 
© place of Common-Prayer, but forbear the ſame 
« by the ſpace of a Month 5 ſhall for every ſuch 
« Moth forfeit Twenty Pounds : Which Ac was 
again Confirmed and Ratified by another in the 29th: 
Year of Her Reign, with many Claufes and ProviG- 
; | ONs 


7 DJEv RS) op bh 


of the 35th of Her: Reign, © If any Perſon fo for- 
« bearing, ſhall willingly joyn in, .or be preſentatany 
« Aſſemblies, Conventicles and Meetings, under co- 
« Jour or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, con- 
< trary to the Laws of the Realm, ſuch Perſon being 
< lawfully Convicted, fhall be Imprifoned without 
* Bail or Mainprize, untill he Conform, and it he do 
< not that within Three. Months, he ſhall be obliged 
« to Abjure the Realm, and if refuſing to Abjure, or 


« returning without Licence, he ſhall be Adjudged a «5 


« Felon, and ſuffer as in. caſe of Felony, without 
« benefit of Clergy. | 

Such were Her Laws, and ſuch alſo were'Her Pro- 
ceedings, againſt thoſe who faultered in their Confor- 
mity, or began to Innovate in the Diſcipline of the 
Church z and theſe Proceedings as quick and ſmart, 
as any can be ſaid to be againſt the Diſſexters of this 
time. Do they complain of their Miniſters being Si- 
lenced now ? ſo they were then, being deprived of 
their Benefices and Church-Preferments, for their In- 


conformity. Thus Sampſon was turned out of his 


Deanry oi Chriſt-Church, tor refuſing to Contorm to 
the Orders and Ceremonies of the Church. Cart- 
wright, the very Head of them, Expelled the Col- 


ledge, and deprived of the Lady Margarets Lecture. 


Travers, turned out from Preaching at the 1 emple ; 
with many more, Suſpended from the Miniitry by the 
Pueens Authority, and the Approbation of the Biſhops ; 
for not Subſcribing to ſome new Rites and Ceremonies 
impoſed upon them, as appears from Beza's Letter to 
Biſhop Grindal, Anno 1566. Are any i Priſon? fo 
they were then, Benſorr, Button, Hallingham, Cart- 
wright, Knewſtubbs, and many others-3 ſome in the 
Marthalſey, others in the White-Lionz ſome in the 

| | | Gate- 
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Gatehouſe, others 7: the Counter, or in» the Clink, 
or in Bridewel, or in Newgate : Poor Men miferably 


handled with Revilings, Deprivations, Impriſonments; 


Baniſhments, 1f we may believe what themſelves tell 
us, both in the Firſt and Second Admonition. And what 
1s yet far beyond any thing, which God be thanked, 
our Diſſerters can pretend to complain of, ſeveral of 
them. loſt their Lives '; Barrow and Greenwood were 
Executed for their Scandalous and Seditious Writings 3 
Penry and Udal Indicted and Arraigned, for Defa- 
ming the Queens Government in a Scandalous Book, 
Written againſt the ſuppoſed Governours, as they called 
them, of the Church of England; for which they 
were both Caſt and Condemned, ' to be Executed as 
Felons, but Arch-Biſhop Whitgift interpoſing , they 
were Reprieved, and Odal ſuffered to Die, as he did 
ſoon after, in his Bed. The truth 1s, the wiſe and 
wary Queen beheld Schiſm growing on apace, and 
needed not to be told what ill Influence 1t was like to 
have, both upon Church, and State, and therefore 
Reſolved to carry a Streight Hand, as well over Px- 
ritaniſm on the one fide, as Popery on the other; and. 
in order hereunto, She charged Arch-Biſhop Whitgift 
co be Vigilant and Careful, to Reduce Miniſters by 


ft their Subſcription and Conformity to the ſetled Or- 
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ders and Government, Adding, That' She would have 
the Diſcipline of the Church of England formerly Eſta- 
bliſhed, of all Men duly to be Obſerved, without alte- 
ration of the leaſt Ceremony. . But nothing more fully 
diſcovers her Judgment and RefoJution in this mar- 
ter, "then what She gave in Command to the Loyd- 
K eeper-Puckering, to tell the Parliament : part of his 
Speech ( Tranſcribed and Publiſbed ſome Years lince, 
from the Original Copy, under his own Hand Wr1- 
ting, by an Eminent Divine of this Church, ) was. as 

| | followeth, 


b 


followeth, ------- --- © And eſpecially, you are Com- 

« manded by Her Majeſty to take heed, . that no Ear 

<« be given, or Time afforded, to the wearifome Solli- 
<« citations of thoſe that commonly* be called Pyr- 

<« taxes, Wherewithall the late Parliaments have been 

« exceedingly Importuned. Which ſort of Men, 

« whilſt in the Giddineſs of their Spirits, they labour 

« and ſtrive to advance a new Elderſhip, they do no- 

< thing elſe but diſturb the good Repoſe of the Church 
* and Common-wealth : which is as well grounded 

« for the Body of Religion it ſelf, and as well guided 
« for the Diſcipline, as any Realm that profeſieth the 
« Truth. And the fame thing is already made good 
« to the World,” by many.of the Writings of Learned - 
< and Godly Men, neither Anſwered, nor Anſwera- 
& ble,” by any of theſe new fangled Refiners. And as 
«the preſent Caſe ſtandeth, it may be doubted, Whe- 
« they they, or the Jeſnits, do offer more Danger, or 
« be more ſpeedily to be reprefſed. For albeit the Je- 
« ſ4its do impoiſon the Hearts of Her Majeſties Sub- 
« jects, under a Pretext of Conſcience, to withdraw 
« them from their Obedience due to her Majeſty, yet 
« do the ſame but cloſely, and only in privy Cor- 
« ners, but theſe Men do both Publiſh in their 
« Printed Books, and Teach in all their Conventicles 
« ſundry Opinions, not only dangerous to the well- 
< ſetled Eftate and Policy -of the Realm, but alſo much 
« derogatory to Her Sacred Majeſty, and Her Crown, 
« as well by, &«c. In all which Things (however in 
« many other Points, they pretend to be at War with 
« the Popiſh. Jeſuits, yet by the Separation of them- 
«ſelves from the Unity of their Fellow-Subjeds, and 
% by abuſing the- Sacred Authority and Majeſty of 
« their Prince, they do both joyn and concur with the 
< Jeſuits in opening the Ss Dn preparing the way 
| to 


; C38) 

</to the +Sperifh. Invaſion, that 4s Threatned againſt 
& the Realm. Thus far he; by| ber Majeſties moſt Roy- 
al Pleaſure, and Wiſe DireGion, as be there ſpeaks. 
To which let me add, That the Speech took ſuch ef- 
fet, that the Parliament paſſed the 4@ of 35th of 
Eljz..the Severeſt A& againſt Difſenters in the whole 
Body of our Laws, And indeed, ſo Jealous was the 
Queen of the leaſt appearances of Innovation, that 
 Arch-Biſhop Grindall, only for. giving too much en- 
couragement to Propheſyings ( which were beheld as 
likely to prove Nurſeries of Schiſm and Faftton, as in- 
deed they did ) fell under Her Diſpleaſure, and was 
Sequeſtred from his Archiepiſcopal' Juriſdiction, and 
. though great interceſſion was made 1n his behalf, yet 
could he never be reſtored to his Dying Day. 

This was the State of things then, and yet theſe 
were the Proceedings of thoſe Days, which our Di/- 
ſenters at another time, are wont ſo much to Magni- 
. 'fieand Extol ; nothing of late having been ſo much 
in their Mouth, as the Wiſdom and Prudence, the 
Care and Diligence, the Zeal and Piety of Good 
Pucen Elizabeth. 1 ſpeak not this to caſt any re- 
flexion upon the Memory of that incomparable Prin- 
.ceſs, whom we have all the reaſon in the World to 
own to have been the Glorious Inſtrument of. Per- 
fecting and Setling the Reformation in this Kingdom; 
and whoſe Memory will be dear and pretious, as long 
as the Proteſtavt Name has a Being in England. Bur 
I only take notice, how extreamly partial People are, 
and how apt to be prejudiced againſt the preſent Go- 
vernment under.which they live, and to be always 
Crying out, -That the former Days were better then 
theſe £ whereas; ſuppoling /.their Gircumſtances were 
really harder than they: are, and harder then thoſe"of- 


the Puritans in former times, yet they have no reaſon 
A to 


to accuſe the Governinent of Rigor and Severity to- 
wards them, if three Thinks be farther taken into 
Conſideration. , . | +; 
Firſt, That the Diſſenters of old, eſpecially the firſt 
Race of them, were (generally much more .Modeſt 
and Peaceable then thoſe of latter times, more Con- 
formable to the Laws, leſs Turbulent and Offenſive 
ro the Government - when. they could not Conform 
as Miniſters, they yet did as private Chriſtians, and 
quietly acquieſced intheir Suſpenſion, or Deprivation, 
and as one truly fays of them, Wher: they could not be 
Aﬀive without Sinning, [_ as they judged} they conld 
be paſſrve without Murmuring. They 'medled not 
with things without their Line, nor mixt themſelves * 
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with matters of State 3\. Declared, that Kings have $: « Bot 


power by the Law of God, to make ſuch Ecclefiafti- <« 
cal Laws as tend to the good Ordering of the, 


Churches in their Domimons,that the Churches ought Kings Su- 
not to be Diſobedient to any 'of their Laws, that if P20 
any thing were Commanded contrary to the Word, yur. 8, 
they ought not to refiſt the King therein, but peacea- 5+ **- 


bly to forbear Diſobedience, and fueto him for Grace 
and Mercy, and where that cannot be obtained, 
meekly to ſubmit themſelves, to the puniſhment. 
They generally came to Church, and did .not run 
into Separate Segregation, nay, writ ſtoutly and 
ſmartly againſt thoſe who began then to attempt a Se- 
paration. ' But whether our Modern Diſſerters have 
obſerved the ſame Courſe, and be of this Spirit and 
Temper, let the World judge, yea, let themſelves be 
Judges'in the Caſe. | 
Secondly, Sad Experience of the Evil, Conſequences 
of Schiſm and Separation, have made it neceſlary for 
the Government to take all juſt and lawful ways for 
preventing the like for the time to come. Men firſt 
GSH 'E 2 began 
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| began-to be diffatisfied with the Rites and' Orders of - 


the Church, then diſcontented that they were not 
preſently gratified with an Alteration, Diſcontene 
brought on Sedition, Sedition Rebellion, and Rebel- 
lion the Ruine of Church and State. And: what won+ 
der, if the Laws bear a little hard there, where there 
are the ſame Appearances, and where there ſeem to 
be the ſame Tendencies and Inclinations to the ſame 
Diſmal State of Things? Whoever confiders by what 
Ways the moſt flouriſhing Kingdom in the World; 
and the beſt Church that ever. was ſince the Primi- 
tive Times, -were miſerably Harrafled and Deſtroyed, 
cannot think, that thoſe who fit at the Helm ſhould: 


be content to have them Ruined again -by the: ſame 


means; eſpecially, after the King, for ſeveral Years 
together, has in vain tryed, by all the Methods of 
Favour and: Indulgence, to win upon them. 

Thirdly, Let thoſe who now complain ſo much, 
conſider, How little - Favour themſelves ſhewed to: 
others when they were in Power; How the Loyal 


and Epiſcopal Party were Plundered, Sequeſtred, De- 


cimated, Dungeoned, Starved, and often ſtunk to 
Death: What Oaths and Covenants were Rigorouſly. 
Impofed upon them 3 what Reſtraints laid upon their- 
Liberties, both Civil And Eccleſiaſtical; though all 
this while they had Law and Right ſtanding for 
them. In the Year 1645, an Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment was publiſhed, © That if any Perſoz hereafter 
* ſhall at any Time uſe, or cauſe to be uſed, the Book 


- - * of Common-prayer in any Church or publick place 


* of Worſhip, or in any private Place or Family with- 

© in the Kingdom3.every Perſon ſo offending, ſhould 
< for the firſt Offence.pay the Sum of Five, for the ſe-. 
© condten Pounds, and.for the third, ſhauld ſuffer one 
* whole Years Impriſonment,; withont Bail or Main- . 


. 


: * FY 
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prize, This. one- would think was very hard, but 
there.is ſomething harder yet behind; For Cromwel/ 


being got into the Throne, Publiſhed a_ Delaratior, Fo. 


at that time Equivalent to a - Law, * That no Perſon 
© who had been ſequeſtred' for delinquency, or had 
© been- in Arms againſt the Parliament, or adhered 
© unto, or had abetted or affiſted the Forces raiſed 
© againſt them, ſhould keepin their Houſes or Fami- 
© lies, as: Chaplains or Schoolmaſters for the Educati- 
 ©on of their Children. , any ſequeſtred or ejected 
* Miniſter, Fellow of a Colledge or Schoolmaſter, 
© nor permit any of their Children-to. be taught by 
© ſuch, upon pain of being. proceeded againſt as was 
© directed, and that no Perſon who had been ſeque- 


© ſtred or. cjeed for delinquency or ſcandal, ſhall 


© hereafter keep any School, either pablick or private, 
© nor preach in any publick place, or at any private 
©Meeting of any other Perſons then thoſe of his own: 
< Family, nor Adminiſter Baptiſm, or the Lords, Sup- 
© per, or marry any Perſons, or uſe the Book of .Com- 
© mon-Prayer, or the Forms of hu 2a therein con- 


© tained, upon. Pain that every Perſan ſo Offending 


&in any of the Premilles, ſhall be proceeded againſt as 
© by the ſaid Order is provided'and direCted.” There 
needs no Comment. upon theſe Proceedings, they do- 
not _ only Whiſper, but ſpeak aloud” to the 'preſent- 
Generation of Diſſenters, to tell them how little rea-- 
ſon they have to complain... : 


R.. 


Laſtly, We beg. of them, that before they pull down- 
any further Trouble or Suffering upon themſelves,. they 
would Conſider, Whether the auſe they engage in, be 
ſuch, as will bearthene out with Comfort before. God gw: 
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ther Dey. Tis not Suffering or refaſing t6 comp! 
with the External Circurhſſances of our Reli vn. 
that can be ſaid to be a Perſecution for Righteo eſe 


2; 
ake 
it not being the Suffering, but rhe*Cauſe that makes 
the Martyr. Then 1 ſuffer .& @ Chriſtian, when the 
Honour of Chriſt, or ſomething that offers Violence 
to my Religion, and Chriſtianity is concerned in it, 
when I ſuffer for that which I cannot avoid, withour 
diſowning my ſelf to bea Chriſtian, and raking Ship- 
wrack of Faith and a goodEogſcience. But where the 
Caſe. is not evidently this” *Matt:may. draw Mi- 
ſeries upon himſelf, and yer not ſuffer af 4 Chriſtian, 
becauſe it may. pracegd front-Humorr, or Interclt, br 
- the Condu@& of a mifinformed Judgment, miſtaking 
things for what they are not: Men very often place 
Religion in doing, or not doing, - what 1s no part of 
it, and then think they may ſafely Suffer upon that 
account, when there is more, it 'may be, of Paſſion 
or Prejudice, of Fancy or Opinion,” of Humour or 
Miſtake, then of the real Concerns of Piety or Reli- 
gion.' I am very ſure, neither the Ancient Chriſti- 
ans, would have paſſed through the Fiery-Tryal every 
Day, nor the Holy Martyrs in 2zee» Mary's Days, 
have thought themſelves obliged to Forfeit their E- 
Kates, much leſs their Lives, had- no more been re- 
quired of them then thereis of us,to come to Church, 
or to Kneel at the Sacrament 3 but would rather have 
Bleſſed God, and thankfully owned the Favour of the 
Governours, under which they lived, might they have 
enjoyed both upon the fame Terms as we do. In 
Caſes that only*concern. indifferent things, and meer 
Circumſtances of Worſhip, ' ſtifly and obſtinately to 
ſtand out, is, rather for a Man to be a Martyr to his 
own Humour and Opinion, then to the Cauſe of 
Chriſt. Whether this be not the Caſe of our Diſert-» 

| mg 
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ing-Brethren, they th might quickly ſee, would” 
ephir lay nt the unreal med of their Preju-. 3 
; © dices, and: lay no more ſtreſs upon things than they obed; - 
obght to bear. Let us hear what Mr: Bexter, in a late _ 
Book, fays to this magter, [ am One that: have been 4 | 
firit in all the Storms that have befallen the Miniſtry, 
theſe Twenty Fears paſt, (to look no farther back,) and I 
. yet my Conſcience commandeth ne to ſay, as I have oft 

done, that many through miſtake, I am peſuenthy of 
Suffer as Evil-doers for a Cauſe that is not Good anc 


Fl 26480 T 353 ae Ss a 
” by. &2 EN SS; "_ 54 ; Wo Bl I : ain - 
 & 4 ARE LEST 5 ALLE” 76 5 Ho 
- X "S, 6:9 
* 
- 


"TH< 
ſtifiable. 1. ſhall leave wits them the Wiſeand Gene R.Ber- 
Counſel-which"was given by one ite the 'time of the -— pgs"3 
Elder Puritang "Fo/low'truc Antiquity, aud the gene- cry ag 
ral Prafice of the-Church of God in all Ages, where Counſels of 
they have not Erred from the evident Truth of God. If 7 Fara 
thou Suffereſt, let it be for known Truth, and againi# * 
known Wickednmeſs ; for which thou haſt Example in 
Gods Word, or of the Holy Martyrs in Chut#th-Story.. 

But beware of far-fetched Conſequences,” or for Suffering 
for new Devices, and for things, formerly, unto all Ages 
ankuown, ſeem they never ſo Holy and Juſt unto Man. 

All that now remains, is, to call upon, ous Diſfem- 
ing-Brethren, by all the Conſiderations of Love and 
Kindneſs to themſelves, of Tenderneſs for the Honour 
of Religion, the Edification of their Brethrer, and 
the Peace, Security, and Welfare of the Church and+ 
State wherein they live, that they would duely and 
impartially Weigh and 'Copſider things, put a ſtop to 
the Separation wherein they are engaged, return to,, 
and hold Communion with us, and 7&7 the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. LS 

Let them bethink- themſelves what a mighty Evil 
Schiſm is, and will be ſo. found before God at the laft 
Day, and whether: any. thing can be meet to be put *” 
_.,n. the Ballance with the Peace. and Unity of the 
i # Church, 
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«che Unity of the Church, deftroysthe Faith, diſturbs the 
& Peace, diſſolves Gharity, and Profanes the Holy Sacra- 
«© ment. - And were it neceſſary, I could ſhew, that the An- 
cient Fathers generally [ the ſame thing. And can we 
degen I 


now be ſuch erare Chriſtians, ( if we can be ſaid ro be 
Chriſtians ar all) as to make nothing at all of Schiſm and Se- 
paration? Are not the Glory of God, the Peace of the 
Church, and the Good of Souls, things as confiderable, as 
neceſſary, and indiſpenſable now, as they were of old 2 I be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, return from whence you are fallen, and 
ler-us all with .one Shoulder {ſet our ſelves to Support that 
Church, with whoſe Ruine we are all likely to fink and 

fall: 'Letus lay afide Emying and Strife, Confuſion and eve- 
ry -Evil Work, and let ns follow after the things which make 
for Peace, and'things wherewith one. may Edifie another. 


FINIS. 


